State of the Parish
Parish Pastoral Council Notes — January 9, 2017
In Attendance
Deb Au Clair, Bill Crandall, Jacob Fuhrman, Jim Gulley, Eric Heinen, Paul Hogan, Jim Hopper,
Cathy Kamp, Mark Kukuvka, Jeanne Mooney, Chris Pantaleo, Dave Roberts, Ned Sayegh, Fr. Jim
Schwartz, Sr. Rosemary Sherman, Lisa Smith, Steve Smith, Nancy Veronesi, plus other from the
parish and Leadership teams

Agenda

State of St Joseph’s Church and School presentation
Fr. Jim
Presentation
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we have concentrated on making
our family count as accurate as
possible by cleaning up the
parish lists to reflect the families
that participate actively in our
parish life



a parish’s vitality can often be
measured by the baptisms-tofunerals ration. We are in a very
favorable position in this regards.



we have a very healthy Faith
Formation participation
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sadly we note that Jim Gulley
will be retiring at the end of this
Month (Jan 2017). Jim still will
be a major contributor to the
parish, thankfully!
Hugh Hogle has accepted a new
position in the Syracuse school
system and will be leaving St
Joseph’s School as of February
3, 2017
thankfully we learned that Fr.
Jim will be staying on as our
pastor after discussions with
Bishop Matano since Fr. Jim is
reaching a “pivotal age” this
year.
ending the past fiscal year in the
black was good news given our
deficit finances at the tail end of
2015.
very excited over surpassing the
CMA goal, and at an earlier date
than usual
this year’s CMA was donated by
689 donors, less than the 715 of
last year
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enrollment this year is stable at a
current level of 303 students,
equal to the number of students
from the prior year



Construction projects are
complete and the new space and
organ are being very well
utilized, exceeding expectations



PPC will work on revising the
mission statement to include the
word and virtue of mercy

5 Year Plan – Priority Updates
Ned Sayegh & Cathy Kamp
Presentation
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our Youth Ministry program is
growing. Three years ago there
were 90 kids, today we have
235!

some discussion points:













increased use of social media
in a local Rotary group, the quickest
area of growth is in networking
groups—virtual communication
quarterly meetings vs. monthly
could do reports monthly, yet
physically meet quarterly
hard for those with young families to
meet frequently
stewardship renewal: follow-up just
before Christmas – poor timing?
still some confusion with stewardship
form – eg: if already participating
social media effectiveness: one St
Joseph Facebook posting had 2000
views in a 24 hour period

“evangelization” is not a
comfortable term for Catholics
but a mission we must all
embrace in our own ways, by
how we live lives of faith in all
areas of life
we should evangelize by
attraction, not by proselytizing
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We need to reach out to baptized
Catholics in our area who are not
engaged with the Church



We need to invite all people to
joyfully experience Jesus Christ

some discussion points:











noted the suggestions contained in the
“Rebuilt” publication
parishioners should invite others
when people bring up their faith, the
response is usually positive, not
negative
our parish youth are actively observing
other parishes – very enlightening
story of 92 year old parishioner getting
more involved
“40 Days of Community” from years
ago is helpful
during the RCIA process, you connect
with people you wouldn’t normally
expect to
what’s “new” about the “new
evangelization”?
We have new barriers, such as children
being glued to their handheld devices &
involvement in sports
need to also think outside our own
physical area. Involvement with
RAIHN takes us out of our Penfield
world
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and finally:
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